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Caring for the Colony

by Susan Fisher, Lt. Governor

In a recent edition of Reader’s Digest was an article about a teen-ager who was in
hospital for long-term treatment. An adult visitor was preparing to leave as darkness settled in. He had the wonderful idea to tell the patient to look out the windows toward a street light on the corner opposite those windows. When the visitor
reached the street light, he turned and waved to the patient. That act of caring
meant a lot to the patient. Over time, others heard of this, and, soon, others were
waving to patients in that hospital. A high school band showed up to wave to their
director. Police cars flicked the headlights of their patrol cars as they approached
the corner. People took the time to wave, to show they cared. I see Toledo Colony
as a caring group. Members who gather for meetings are happy to see each other.
You talk and laugh and share. We do the same for members who cannot make it
to meetings, either because of physical inability at a later stage of life or because
of caring for loved ones. After each meeting, we send letters to keep them up to
date on happenings. We telephone or email members who have been absent from
our fellowship after two or three meetings. We try to contact
those grieving or those who are ill. Now it is time to say that
help is needed to continue this level of care. The Board and I
need your help. I operate on the idea that every member of a
group should help in some way. Ways to help are described
in this newsletter and a list will be available at the April
meeting. Get the best choice for you by contacting me at
stfisher@dmcibb.net or 517-238-5302 before April 21.

Next Colony Meeting
When:

Saturday, April 21st, fellowship 11:30; meal at 12:00 noon

Where:

Swan Creek Retirement Village, 5916 Cresthaven Lane, Toledo
(off Rt. 20/S. Reynolds Road. From Rt. 20, turn onto Brownstone across
from Maumee Valley CD School. Next turn right onto Cresthaven. At
the short 5916 marker on the right, follow the long drive to the building.
Drive along the left side of the building and enter at the last portico.)

Meal Cost: $15 Buffet main entrée: strip steak or chicken Marsala, glazed carrots,
roasted red potatoes, salad, bread, pie.
Speaker: Frank Kuron will speak on his book Thus Fell Tecumseh. He will cover
the Battle of Thames, Ft. Meigs, Ft. Stephenson, and Oliver Perry.
Reservations by Tues, April 10 with Jeffrey Stoll, willowcove@lighthouse.net or
906-440-5088; address: 5510 Ottawa River Road, Toledo OH 43611.
Next Meeting: July 28 Come picnic with Betsy Ross. The lodge at Mary Jane
Thurston State Park along the beautiful Maumee River just west of Grand Rapids.
Gather at 11:30; carry-in meal at 12:00 noon. Read the next newsletter for details.
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Abbreviated Minutes from Toledo Colony’s November 11, 2017 Meeting
The Toledo Colony met at Swan Creek Retirement Village. Toledo, Ohio, for their annual Compact Day celebration. The meeting was called to order by Dept. Lt. Gov. Judy Rand in the absence
of Lt. Gov. Susan Fisher who was at a family memorial service.
Paulette Brewster gave a talk on the DNA project being offered to their family and all members
by GSMD. Walter Huffer shared copies of the 1920 stamps he had found in a stamp collectors’
book. Elder David Martin spoke about veterans in honor of the 99th anniversary of the end of
World War I, on November 11th 1918. Caroline Zimmerman spoke on the Mayflower Compact
and the hardships of the sea voyage from England by our Pilgrim ancestors. A beaver pelt was
displayed. Such furs were sent back to England to re-pay the investors who had financed the voyage.
During the Roll Call, members were asked from which Pilgrim they were descended and which
generation they are. Guests were introduced. New members were welcomed with new member
packets and a ship pin. Welcome to Don Calvin, Paula Lazarony, Margaret Lloyd, Jim Shufflin,
Kathleen Singler, Patricia Smith, and Ryan Smith.

L-R: Patricia (Shufflin) Smith, Kathleen (Shufflin) Singler, Margaret (Shufflin) Lloyd,
Jim Shufflin, Paula (Shufflin) Lazarony, Don Calvin

Stamps found by Walter Huffer in a 1920 stamp collector’s book

Walter Huffer

Dave Martin
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Colony News

Have You Heard . . .

Officer in Training Needed:
2019 will bring the need for a new
Lt. Governor for Toledo Colony.
Now is the time for someone to
begin learning this job. Please
consider volunteering for this position or pass along the name of a
good candidate to any officer or
board member. This office could
be shared by 3 people.

You are encouraged to share your joys and concerns with other
colony members. Members are encouraged to pray for each other.
To have your special event included, send the information to Dawn
Carr or Susan Fisher.

WELCOME to these new members since November: Lisa
(Hotchkiss) Faber of Toledo.
Steve Martin of Leslie, MI.
Diane (Ruggles) Meyer of
Monroeville. Christine (Garris)
Olzak of Woodville.
Walter Huffer of Lima shared
some Mayflower stamps he found
in a stamp collectors book. An
enlarged version of the stamps in
this issue are on page 2.



Ooops! Please pardon our mistake in the e-version of the
fall newsletter. On the last page in the New Member section,
Ryan Shufflin should have been Ryan SMITH. Sorry, Ryan.



Have you heard of the Mayflower Guard? Men, did your
ears perk up? Listen well at the April meeting for the answer
to this question.



Much, much more help is needed from colony members
to keep Toledo Colony running.



Junior Member Connor Carr of Anderson, IN, is a member
of the Civil Air Patrol. CAP is the official auxiliary of the
U.S. Air Force and is a non-profit organization. Its civilian
volunteers support U.S. communities with emergency/
disaster response, youth development, and promotion of air
and space power.



John and Pat MacDonald have moved to Swan Creek, our
usual November meeting place in Toledo. John is one of our
officers who needs to scale down his help to our colony. He
will arrange the venue only for Swan Creek now. Now another volunteer is needed to arrange venues outside of
Toledo.



Joan and Michael Barrett have moved to Ramrod Key, FL.



On 22 Feb. 1630, English colonists in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony first sampled popcorn brought to them by a Native
American named Quadequina for their Thanksgiving celebration. Maybe this is why the rumor persists that popcorn
was served at our 1621 Thanksgiving????

If you ordered a candle pin or
round pin at the Nov. meeting, it
will be ready for you at the April
meeting.

2020 Event
At this point, we have secured our
speaker, Josh Taylor.
Event date is May 1 and 2, 2020,
at Polaris Hilton in Columbus.
Mark your calendars!
Thanks to the
2020 Committee:
Mike and Christy Brewster
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Opportunities! Opportunities!
Toledo Colony leadership is at the place where we need help. Not only is the Ohio Society asking us to do more,
but we do more to keep our colony members informed. Some of our officers have health issues and/or care for
loved ones and can no longer do their tasks as often as they used to. The brief descriptions of opportunities below
are broken into categories. There is training/mentoring/written directions for every job! Make your choice
early! Those that say “Can be done entirely by email and phone” could be done by a snow bird or a member
living out of state.
A. FROM THE OHIO SOCIETY
New applicants may call you for help in organizing their preliminary application papers. You would follow
written directions plus possibly meet in person with them to help. This would be good for a member who has
recently joined after doing their own research.
B. COLONY OFFICER POSITIONS
Usually each person sits on the Board also to help make decisions for the colony. However, this is negotiable
if you take one of the opportunities below.
1. Junior Member Chair: Contacts Junior Members through birthday cards and other articles throughout
year. Paula Niederhauser will mentor you. Reimbursement available from colony.
2. Program Chair: This can be a shared position. Finds speakers for at least two meetings each year.
Ideas available. Can be done entirely by email and phone.
3. Publicity Chair: This has been under-used for years. However, it is now up- and- running again, with
written directions on how to contact certain newspapers. Can be done entirely by email and
phone. Has another volunteer who will do the social media side.
C. SPECIFIC SHORTER TERM TASKS
1. Find a speaker/program for the November 2018 meeting.
2. Write a note to our 5 home-bound members after each meeting. Approx. time = 6 hours per YEAR.
3. Forward the e-version of the newsletter to our preliminary members. Three times per year; approx.
time = 2 hours per YEAR. This is done entirely by e-mail.
4. Receive the newsletter by e-mail. Print off in color. Have 35 copies made at a copy place. Address and
stamp envelopes to members who receive the newsletter by USPS mail. Mail. Reimbursement by colony. Do 3 times per year; approx. time = 9 hours per YEAR.
5. Do the paper work for donating Mayflower books to libraries in our colony area. Approximately 4
libraries to contact. This can be done entirely by email. Approx. time = 20 hours.
D. OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2019
1. Find and reserve one venue other than Swan Creek for the spring meeting.
2. Find the speaker/program for the spring and/or November 2019 meeting.
3. Write one article for the colony newsletter.
4. Accept one of the jobs the Ohio Society has assigned us to do for the 2020 event. Work will begin in
2019 and conclude May, 2020.
Please understand that this request for your help is a serious request. Every member can help in some way.
Susan Fisher
Lt. Governor
Toledo Colony
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Member Highlight
Jacquelyn Marie Vanderhorst Miller
Descendant of Francis Cooke, John Cooke, and Richard Warren
Member of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants, Toledo Chapter, since October, 2015
I had never set of goal to research and subsequently prove my Mayflower Ancestry. In February, 2015, while I
was vacationing in Destin, Florida, I was working on my family tree using my newly purchased subscription to Ancestry. I was having a heck of a good time clicking here, there, and everywhere on the “shaking leaves” of so many
of the ancestors whose names I had previously entered in Family Tree Maker.
Many years ago, my maternal grandmother, Alta Mae Slinker Temple, had given each of her 6 children a black
three ring binder containing all the family genealogy facts that she could recall. This was a painstaking effort for
her since at that time as she was typing each of the six books individually on notebook paper, and she was entering
each item of data without the convenience of carbon paper or correction fluid. Nothing was as easy for her as the
internet searches, and computer entries I enjoy today! One entry my grandmother had made was for my paternal
great-great grandfather, George Washington Mosher, (1842 - 1904), having lived in Delaware, Ohio and Union
City, Ohio. My grandmother's entry showed his parents as Nathaniel Trys Mosher (1802 – 1834) and Marie Paul,
living in Saratoga, New York.
When I clicked on the “shaking leaf” of Nathaniel Trys Mosher, I found a possible match with a Nathaniel Tripp
Mosher. Dates and places of birth and death matched up on both Nathaniel Mosher's, as did information on both
parents.
A note was attached on the leaf to Nathaniel Tripp Mosher from a Debra Jean Wenner Frost stating that she had
just received an acceptance letter from The General Society of Mayflower Descendants in December, 2014, after
having proven her own ancestry to Francis Cooke through the lineage of Nathaniel Tripp Mosher. I excitedly
sent a return note through Ancestry to Debra (now know to me as Debbie, my BFF) giving her my contact information and asking her to contact me at her convenience. After quite a few email and text messages, I received a
phone call from Debbie, and we talked about an hour about our assumed common ancestor, Nathaniel Tripp
Mosher.
I told Debbie I was vacationing in Florida and I would be heading home to Toledo, Ohio in another couple of
weeks. Debbie lives in Griffin, Georgia, just south of Atlanta, and she invited my husband and me to stop by her
home on our way back to Ohio. We accepted her invitation, and on our way back to Ohio we met Debbie; her
husband, Larry; and her father and my fourth cousin, Eugene Wenner and his wife, Barbara who were visiting
from Minnesota. Debbie was able to share family memorabilia with me including the Mosher Family Bible, and a
postcard photo of my second great grandfather, George Washington Mosher, in his Civil War uniform.
In this story that goes here, there and everywhere, I learned that Debbie and her parents had lived in Swanton,
Ohio when her father, Eugene, was a pilot based out of Toledo Express Airport, and that Debbie and I had been
living just miles apart from each other in the 1980's and 1990's.
Continued on page 6
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Member Highlight: Jacquelyn Marie Vanderhorst Miller
I returned to Toledo in April, 2015, and within a few months I had gathered all my documentation proving my
ancestry to Francis Cooke, John Cooke, and Richard Warren, and I made an application to the General Society of
Mayflower Descendants. The only piece of information that I was missing and am still unable to find is a copy of
the birth certificate of my maternal grandmother, Alta Mae Slinker Temple, the very same grandmother who instilled in me the genealogy bug!
After I received my membership in the Society in October, 2015, I purchased Junior Memberships for my grandchildren, and great nieces and nephews – a total of 12 or 13 junior memberships.
I earned my Bachelor of Science Degree in Construction Technology from Bowling Green State University, and
after 28 years in the construction field I retired from Kuhlman Corporation. While at Kuhlman Corporation, I
was the Architectural Sales Representative in the brick and concrete divisions calling on architects, engineers and
designers helping each of them with their project's material selections. Some of my projects include the Toledo
Mud Hens Stadium, The Juvenile Justice Center, and the 6th District Court of Appeals in downtown Toledo; also
projects at Bowling Green State University, The University of Toledo, Lourdes College, and Owens Community
College. I have also provided brick for additions to structures at the Toledo Zoo – projects that both my maternal and paternal grandfathers worked on through the Works Progress Administration during the Great Depression in the 1930's.
My husband, Gary, and I celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary last June with an Alaskan Cruise; and we have
two children, daughter, Breanna Lynn Filas, and son, Matthew Ryan Miller and his wife, Emily Moorman Miller.
Our grandchildren are Hudson Michael Filas, a junior at Maumee Valley Country Day School, and Madeline Rose
Miller, a 5th grade student at Westside Montessori School. Breanna, Hudson and Madeline share in my love of
family history.
In retirement, my husband and I volunteer at Genesis Village Senior Living helping residents record their own
family histories. We hope to capture valuable information for families of residents, and we enjoy hearing the residents' long forgotten family stories.
I am very fortunate to have made contact with Debra Jean Wenner Frost. Not only has she had been a guiding
force in my Mayflower Society Membership, she has recently helped me earn membership in the National Society
of Magna Charta Dames through our common ancestor, James Cudworth.
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Member Highlight
Kathleen (Becker) Dowling
William Bradford - 11th great grandfather
When my mom had to go to a nursing home, the job of cleaning out her house began. Our younger sister, Vicki,
did most of the huge job, going through every scrap of paper that Mom kept. There she found the minutes from
a 1920 family reunion. It made reference to being related to William Bradford. My older sister, Betsy, and I split
the cost of Ancestry.com and I began the research. I soon found the he was our 11th great grandfather through
my mother's mother's side. Mom was in her late nineties and she was no longer able to remember very much so
we were unable to ask her questions about her lineage. We have wondered why she never told us about her relationship to William Bradford. Maybe she didn't believe it.
My sisters may have joined the Mayflower Society, but I am unsure at this time.
I grew up in Perrysburg, Ohio and then graduated from Bowling Green State University with a degree in Elementary Education. I taught Second Grade for 31 years.
I have been married for 52 years to Thomas Dowling. We have two daughters. Melissa Buehrer, has two children,
Claire and Nathan. Kara Curran has three children, Noah, Samuel and Lucas. I joined the grandchildren as Junior
members after I became a member.
When I taught Second Grade, every year I did a big Pilgrim unit. The kids were so interested and I loved imparting everything I had learned about the Pilgrim Story. We took our daughters to Plimouth twice and took pictures
that I shared with my classes. In 2016 we picked up my older sister and went to Plimouth. It was the strangest
feeling as we listened to the William Bradford interpreter and I knew he "was" our 11th great grandfather.
I wish we had known all of this information when our parents were alive and of sound minds. Mom and Dad
were both smart and curious and they would have been fascinated with what I found.

ATTENTION


The State Society website is www.ohiomayflower.org



The National Society website is www.TheMayflowerSociety.org.
Members are urged to check this site often.



The Mayflower Shop has new items. Shop at TheMayflowerSociety.org



Facebook: facebook.com/TheMayflowerSociety



Twitter: twitter.com/gsmd



Instagram: Instagram.com/TheMayflowerSociety



YouTube: youtube.com/user/MayflowerSociety
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Scholarship Application Instructions:
Please have two people not related to you write letters of reference. One should be from a professor or your
advisor. The other should be a character reference. Each should contain the person's printed/typed name and
address.
The application package mailed by you must be postmarked by 16 June 2018.
Please arrange all items in the order below. Also refer to the Guidelines.
1. This Colony Scholarship Application (or reproduction).
2. Essay of 750 words or less entitled "Why the Mayflower Compact was so Important to the Pilgrims.”
Bibliography required. No Wikipedia references.
3. Transcript of grades through June, 2018, if available; if not, through January of 2018.
4. Letters of reference.
Materials must be postmarked by 16 June 2018 and sent to:
Susan Fisher, Colony Scholarship Chair
880 Huss Lea Lane
Coldwater MI 49036-7542

Scholarship Guidelines on page 10
Scholarship Application on page 11

CHILDREN’S CORNER
This article is primarily for our Junior Members ages 18 – 24. If you are at a younger age of this category,
perhaps the enclosed scholarship information will be of interest to you. Note the qualifications and postmark deadline. Also, if your school term ends before the deadline, plan ahead to obtain the references required. Usually we rely on your Mayflower sponsor to inform you of the scholarship opportunity; this time
information will be mailed to each Junior Member 18 – 24. The same information is on the Ohio Society
website at www.ohiomayflower.org. See pages 6-8 in this newsletter for scholarship information.
While you are no longer a young child, you are still someone’s child, as each of us is a child of our parents,
no matter how old we are. You, like other Mayflower members, had at least one relative who wanted you to
know your family story. If you are in your mid-20’s, you might be married and perhaps even have a child. It
is now time for you to pass on your family story that acknowledges the great courage and endurance of your
ancestor(s). What is your Mayflower Story?

Pennies for Planks
The Connecticut Society started Pennies for Planks in 2016 by urging members to save their “pennies” (any
size coin or bills) to take to colony meetings. The Ohio Society and, thus, Toledo Colony will do the same.
Look for the Pennies for Planks jar at the registration table at each 2018 colony meeting. If each member saves
10 cents per day for the first 20 days in April, that is $2 per member. At 20 members attending, that makes
$40. We can do it! Guests are welcome to help save Mayflower II also!

Toledo Colony Scholarship Guidelines
The Toledo Colony of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Ohio is offering a scholarship for the 2018-2019 school year.
1. One $1,000 scholarship is available.
2. The applicant must a member or Junior Member of the Toledo Colony. There is no
restriction on the age or residence of the applicant.
3. For the 2018-2019 school year, the applicant must be in the second year or later
of any post-high school program, including university, college, trade, or technical
schools. Qualified applicants in all study areas are urged to apply. Preference will be
given to students majoring in studies related to agriculture and/or students majoring in
genealogy/history.
4. The award is to be used only for school expenses, as defined within IRS guidelines.
5. A person may be awarded a scholarship more than one time.
6. The original essay must be written and signed by the applicant.
7. The committee will judge according to this rubric: Accuracy of historical facts 30%;
content of essay (organization, clarity of thought, grammar, punctuation) 25%; GPA
5%; bibliography 10%; letters of recommendation 30%.
8. Please use a size 14 or larger font.
9. Send only the originals of documents.
10. The scholarship need not be given if the committee decides there are no qualified
applicants.
11. The winner will be notified by mid-summer and will be invited to present the essay
at the Colony meeting in November. Expanded information about the winner will be
printed in the Colony newsletter, the Toledo Colony Chronicle, and offered to the state
newsletter, The Buckeye Mayflower.
12. The award will be paid directly to the student by the Colony Treasurer upon receiving proof that the student is enrolled for the next school year.
13. An application for the scholarship is contained in this mailing. The blank application may be reproduced.
Scholarship Instructions on page 9
Scholarship Application on page 11
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The Katharyn L. (Huss) Wunderley Memorial Scholarship
Also in memory of Frieda R. (Huss) Beckhusen and
Evelyn (Huss) Woodall
Toledo Colony of the Society of Mayflower Descendants
in the State of Ohio
Colony Scholarship Application Form
Name__________________________________ Jr./Member #_________________
Address____________________________________________________________
Contact phone____________________
Email address_________________________________________
Month and year of high school graduation____________________
Institution of higher learning currently attending, city, and state
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Major field of study____________________________________________________
Current GPA___________
Expected degree and graduation date (M/Y)________________________________
Pilgrim ancestor______________________________________________________
Direct lineage connection to the Ohio Society
Name, address, relationship, Colony, General Society number, and Ohio Society
number
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Applicant's signature____________________________________
Date____________

