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Compact Day

Something new will happen at our Compact Day on 10 November. Walter Huffer
will give a short review of how his ancestors arrived in Ohio. He suggested that
our colony members might like to share this and has offered to be the first to relate his family’s story. Walter will speak before lunch. Then we’ll ask for a volunteer to share at our March meeting! Then there will be no business meeting so
as accommodate the length of our program. Mark Tomlonson from Western
Michigan University will have an illustrated presentation on train travel in 1916
and will also include some information on U.S. train use during World War I.
This will tie in with the 100th anniversary of the end of The Great War on 11 November 1918. I expect to see the “regulars”. If you are new,
come join us for your first meeting. If you have not attended
for a while, come be welcomed back to your historical family.
Unfortunately, there is another change as of this date. In the
recent past, we have notified by letter all our Junior Members
ages 18-24 when any Mayflower scholarship application time
is announced. We can no longer provide this service. Remember, Junior Members do NOT receive our colony newsletter, the Ohio Society
newsletter, or the GSMD National Society information. So, if you are a parent,
grandparent, sponsor, relative of a Junior Member in that age category, please
pass along the scholarship information when it is announced. The usual months
are December in the Ohio Society newsletter, early in the new year for the National Society, and, when offered, in the spring edition of the colony newsletter.
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by Susan Fisher, Lt. Governor

Compact Day
When:

Saturday, November 10, fellowship 11:30; meal at 12:00 noon

Where: Swan Creek Retirement Village, 5916 Cresthaven Lane, Toledo (off
Rte 20/S. Reynolds Rd.; Drive down the left side of the building and enter
at the last portico.)
Meal Cost: $15 Buffet meal with strip steak, turkey w/ gravy, horseradish crusted
salmon entrees, glazed carrots red potatoes, pumpkin and cherry pies.
Speaker: Mark Tomlonson, Western Michigan University
Reservations by Tues, Nov 6 with Jeffrey Stoll, willowcove@lighthouse.net or
906-440-5088; address: 5510 Ottawa River Road, Toledo OH 43611.
Next Meeting: 30 March and 9 November 2019 at O.L. Swan Creek. A colony
member has volunteered to plan a summer meeting. Date and venue TBA.
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TOLEDO COLONY SCHOLARSHIP WINNER: MIKAYLA BROWN
Mikayla Brown is an 11 year junior member of the Toledo Colony of the Mayflower Society. Her membership
came from research she did in a 4H Family History project. Her love for American History started in the fifth
grade with an outstanding teacher, the movie "National Treasure," and a Civil War
book, A Nation Torn. A cum laude graduate of Hillsdale College as a history major,
she is continuing her study with a program in Public History at Texas State University.
This summer she has interned with the Texas Department of Transportation in the Environmental Affairs Division developing museum exhibits, educational materials, researching, and providing mitigation efforts under requirements of the National Historic
Preservation Act. After graduating with a Master’s Degree, Mikayla intends to explore
work as a historical librarian or within government in preservation law. Mikayla is the
daughter of Garth and Carmen Brown of Findlay, OH. She has one sister, Aubrey, a
current senior at Hillsdale College who will commission as a Marine Corps Officer upon graduation in the
spring. Mikayla gains her membership to the Mayflower Society from her mother's side through her ancestor,
John Howland.
I love American History! When I was in Middle School, I started a family history project and soon was very
excited about tracing my ancestors. After a lot of research I was delighted to learn that my Mayflower ancestor
was John Howland. John Howland came on the Mayflower voyage as an indentured servant. John agreed to
work in exchange for his trip to the New World. The most interesting story about John Howland began in a
terrible storm in the middle of the Atlantic Ocean. While the Mayflower was tossing and turning in the swells
of the ocean, John Howland was thrown overboard! With a whole lot of luck on his side, John was able to grab
a passing main sail rope to save himself from certain death in the ocean. Surviving that terrible event was only
part of his story. We all know that the first winter in Plymouth was another test of survival. Proudly, my ancestor, John Howland, was a signer of our nation’s first document establishing government, the Mayflower
Compact. When I think of my family, I am reminded of the fighting spirit of John Howland. My relatives were
in the military, active in government, religious leaders, volunteers, community leaders, farmers, and teachers.
I, too, continue to do my part to maintain the principles set forth our earliest government plans. To protect
what we have, we need to remember where it all came from - tough, quick thinking workers like my ancestor,
John Howland.

The Embarkation of the Pilgrims (1857) by American painter Robert Walter Weir at the United States
Capitol in Washington, DC
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Have You Heard . . .
You are encouraged to share your joys and concerns with other colony members. Members are
encouraged to pray for each other. To have your special event included, send the information to
Dawn Carr or Susan Fisher.
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS SINCE JUNE:
Andrea (Forbes) Traunero of Tiffin and Julia (Mann) Janosi of Ann Arbor, MI
All of us look forward to meeting you when you attend your first meeting!
CONGRATULATIONS TO:
• Treasurer Jeffrey Stoll retired from Dana (his “day job”) at the end of July. Best wishes to Jeff
as he learns to relax.
• Judy Rand. State Historian Ann Gulbransen calls Judy “the poster child of those who welcome preliminaries and new members.” Judy does do a wonderful job of this for our colony.
Thank you, Judy!
• Our colony for 112 members, the most members ever.
• Tom and Susan Fisher on their 49th anniversary on 19 July.
LIBRARY BOOK PROJECT
The Ohio Society continues to offer a free set of 49 Mayflower genealogy books, at a cost of almost $1,300 per set, to libraries around the state. Soon a complete set will be placed in the Williams County Public Library in Bryan. The library staff is very excited to receive this gift. Thank
you to them for their quick cooperation and to Toledo Colony Deputy Lt. Governor Judy Rand
for making the contact and arranging the presentation on December 20 at 10:00 a.m. Sandra St.
Martin, the Governor of the Ohio Society, will be present. All Toledo Colony members and
friends are invited to this presentation, particularly those members who live in the Williams
County area.
COLONY SCHOLARSHIP
Congratulations to Mikayla Brown of Findlay, a descendant of John Howland. Colony member
Carmen Sandstrom Brown is Mikayla’s mother. More information on Mikayla is on page 2.
COMING HISTORICAL EVENTS AT HAYES
can be found at rbhayes.org. These exciting opportunities include an exhibit on the involvement
of the Hayes family in World War I. Open through 27 May 2019.
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR LONG-TERM MEMBERS!
10 years: Janett Calland; Christina Gothke; Jan Hutchison; Connie Salucci; Donna Smith
30 years: Paula Niederhauser; Donella Niederhauser Wilt; Doreen Niederhauser Ferguson
40 years: Ruth Cook; Donald Cook; Susan Momenee

1619 4 December A group of settlers
from Bristol, England, arrived at Berkeley
Hundred in present-day Charles City
County, Virginia, where they held a service thanking God for their safe arrival.
1620 9 November The passengers and
crew of the Mayflower sighted Cape Cod.
1620 11 November 41 Pilgrims aboard
the Mayflower, anchored off what is now
Massachusetts, signed a compact calling
for a “civil body politick”.
1620 20 November Peregrine White was
born aboard the Mayflower. He was the
first child born of English parents in present-day New England.

Edward Percy Moran (American artist, 1862-1935) Pilgrim's Landing (early 1900s), oil

1789 3 October President George Wash- on canvas, 23" x 29". Pilgrim Hall Museum, Plymouth, Mass.
ington declared 26 November 1789 as a
day of Thanksgiving to express gratitude for the creation of the United States of America.
1863 3 October President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday in November Thanksgiving Day.

Thanksgiving Service Commemoration
The Commemoration of the First Harvest Festival in
Plymouth Colony in 1621, more commonly known
as the annual Thanksgiving Service will be held
Sunday afternoon, November 18th, at Palm
Schwenkfelder Church in Palm, PA. The Rev. Nicholas Pence, pastor of the host church will be the
preacher.
In 1963 the Palm Church became an Associate
member of the United Church of Christ; however,
denominationally they are part of Schwenkfelder
Church.
The Schwenkfelder Church was formed by Casper
Schwenckfeld (1489-1561) who was raised Roman
Catholic in Silesia (now part of Poland). He was
raised to be a diplomat in the European courts, and
it was while serving as court advisor in Silesia that
he became drawn to the Protestant Reformation. In
1517, Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses
in Wittenberg, Germany which triggered the movement and Casper’s interest. He soon left his post as
court advisor and gave his full attention to studying
the Scriptures and early church writings. Casper believed and shared many of Martin Luther views;
however, there were areas of Luther’s theology with
which he disagreed. Casper discussed the meaning
of the Lord’s Supper with Luther as they had conflicting interpretations, but reconciling their differences became unattainable. He announced he would

not be apart of the movement until the differences
were resolved.

It was not Casper Schwenckfeld’s intention to start a
new church, but in 1526 with the Stillstand in place
(the name given Casper’s decision to not commune
with Martin Luther) he found he had a group of followers who believed as he did. They formed religious
groups called the “Confessors of the Glory of Christ”
or “Schwenkfelders.”
For the next 200 years, the followers would worship
in their homes guided by Schwenckfeld’s writings.
In 1726 due to religious persecution, the most ardent
followers left their homes and began the migration to
America. In 1734, on the ship “St. Andrew,” 171
members arrived in Philadelphia. On September 24,
1734, the Schwenkfelders held a service of thanksgiving to God for their deliverance from persecution and
safe arrival. They shared a simple meal together of
bread, butter and apple butter. Schwenkfelders have
held a Day of Remembrance service every year since
then, making this the oldest continuous thanksgiving
observance in the country.
-Article by Sherri Smith, SMDPA Editor
Reprinted with permission by Sherri Smith. The
Pennsylvania Mayflower newsletter, Vol XXX, No. 2,
Summer 2018
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Member Highlight
Ashley Phillips
My Mayflower ancestor is John Howland. I became a member in 2016. My husband, Jason Phillips has Jamestowne lineage (his ancestor is Walter Chiles) which made me curious about my lineage. My Grandmother,
Evelyn Zuercher, was already a member of the Mayflower Society and had done a good deal of the legwork
many years ago - which made my research significantly easier. I actually consider myself fortunate that there
were new requirements/additional information needed. I was able to experience the process of researching
connections and obtaining records on my own.
I have worked as a Speech-Language Pathologist for close to 10 years providing speech, language, cognitive,
and swallowing therapy to individuals with a variety of diagnoses. I currently work in a Skilled Nursing Facility. I have previous experience working in Inpatient Rehabilitation, Acute Care, Outpatient Neuro Rehabilitation, and in a Federal Medical Prison. I obtained a B.A. in Communication Sciences and Disorders from Wichita State University in Kansas and a M.S. from Missouri State University in Missouri.
I have been married to Jason Phillips for 3 years and have one son, Lucas who is 1 year old. I enjoy spending
time with my family, reading, and watching my son grow/learn new things every day - seeing the world
through his eyes reminds me of how much I/we take for granted.

Kaye Closson Phillips
Kaye Closson Phillips became a proud member of the Mayflower Society in June of 2016. It had been the accumulation of work started a
decade before. While doing genealogy on her father's side of the family, she noted that her Closson and then Delano lines went as far back as the Mayflower. After checking with
a few family members and starting to do the gathering of documents Kaye discovered more than one direct
ancestor had came to our country on the Mayflower. The first ancestor that was confirmed and gave her admission to the Mayflower Society was Richard Warren. The next year, her application for her ancestor, Peter
Brown was accepted. Kaye also helped a distant cousin in Colorado enter the Mayflower Society with their
common ancestor, Francis Cooke. Kaye has discovered other direct lines to the Mayflower, but has not officially submitted their names.
Joining the Mayflower Society was important to Kaye to honor her parents, grandparents, aunts, and uncles
that also deserved to know their rich heritage, along with passing it on to her cousins and her children. Kaye's
membership was the first of the Closson's of Ohio to join the Mayflower Society. The process in gathering the
paperwork was also rewarding as it confirmed that her previous work was correct. Honoring her brave ancestors that made the difficult trip on the Mayflower and started the life we now enjoy in America was of importance.
Kaye has been married to husband, Denny Phillips since 1980 and they have two children, and one grandchild. Kaye is a retired elementary teacher and enjoys spending time with family and friends. Long before
Kaye knew of her connection to the Mayflower she had a special to desire to teach about their beginnings and
faith to children in her classroom, church and at home. Kaye has a favorite book, The Pilgrims' Party by S.
Lowitz, saved from her childhood, that she read and reread over the years, not knowing in the early years that
she had a direct connection to the Pilgrims.
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Christmas is Coming!
Mayflower gifts are a good way to remember and spread your family heritage. The ideas below might help
you with early shopping! Shop at TheMayflowerSociety.org. The Shop has many items.


Pay to convert your 18-24 year old Junior Member to an adult member. $75 of the fee is paid by the Ohio
Society during those years. Contact State Historian Ann Gulbransen at 330-334-4798 or
OHMayflowerHistorian@gmail.com.



Buy an Ohio pin and ribbon as on page 9 of the September Buckeye Mayflower.



Buy 2020 tee shirts from the Gulf Coast colony (http://www.mobilescreenprinting.net/stores/GCMC).



Give a historically correct book. Suggestions:
 Ages 4-8:
Sarah Morton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Girl by Kate Waters;
Samuel Eaton’s Day: A Day in the Life of a Pilgrim Boy by Kate Waters.
 Ages 7-10:
Three Young Pilgrims by Cheryl Harness.
 Ages 7 & up: Eating the Plates by Lucille Recht Penner;
The Mighty Mastiff of the Mayflower by Peter Arenstam.
 Teens through adult:
Thanksgiving: The Pilgrims’ First Year in America by Glenn Alan Cheney;
The Mayflower and Her Passengers by Caleb Johnson.



Buy a Mayflower box for keepsakes. Pictures (below) and ordering info on page 7.

OFFICERS IN TRAINING NEEDED

Helpful Resources

2019 will bring the need for a new Lt. Governor for Toledo Colony. Now is the time for someone to begin
learning this job. Please consider volunteering for this position or pass along the name of a good candidate to
any officer or board member. Other positions that need filled are Program Chair, Jr. Member Chair, and Secretary.
•

The State Society website is www.ohiomayflower.org

•

The National Society website is www.TheMayflowerSociety.org.
Members are urged to check this site often.

•

The Mayflower Shop has new items. Shop at TheMayflowerSociety.org

•

Facebook: facebook.com/TheMayflowerSociety

•

Twitter: twitter.com/gsmd

•

Instagram: Instagram.com/TheMayflowerSociety

•

YouTube: youtube.com/user/MayflowerSociety
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Western Reserve Colony

(Society of Mayflower Descendants in the state of Ohio)

SMDOH 2020 Anniversary Box (7” x 7” x 4”)
Circle which box you want:
$75 per box
natural wood or
$88.65 if shipped
gray wash
Your name: _______________________________________

Mayflower Box Top
*NET PROCEEDS GO TO SMDOH 2020 ACTIVITIES

Your address: ______________________________________
Phone:______________________________________ email: ______________________________
REQUIRED INFO FOR VERIFICATION: GSMD#_________________ OHIO#___________________

[Note: You may contact SMDOH Historian Ann Gulbransen if you need your #s: ohmayflowerhistorian@gmail.com ]

Information for Details on Front of Anniversary Box
Name on Box: ______________________________
Membership Date: ____
DAY

____
MON

_____
YEAR

Membership Colony (circle):
Cincinnati Colony – est.
Cleveland Colony - est. 15 Nov 1930
Columbus Colony – est. 1 Oct 1929
Toledo Colony – est. 20 Jun 1940
Western Reserve Colony – est. 28 Jun 1927
Enter your Mayflower Ancestor Information below as you would like it to appear. Include Birth date, marriage
date, if married to a Mayflower ancestor you have documented, date of death.
Use these abbreviations as appropriate:
abt = about; bef = before; aft = after; bet = between; prob = probably; bap = baptized
Enter ONLY information of your DOCUMENTED Mayflower Ancestors.
Example:
John Tilley

m.

19 Dec 1571-10 Apr 1621

Joan Hurst Rogers
13 Mar 1566/67 – 11 jan 1621

Elizabeth Tilley

m. 25 Mar. 1623

John Howland

1606 – 22 dec 1687
Left Side of Box:

Right Side of Box:

Back of Box:

In case your genealogical information
does not take up all 3 sides, please
indicate your first choice and second
choice for the remaining 1 or 2 sides.

_____ Voyage Map and information
_____ Bradford candle and quote

1592 – 23 feb 1673
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At our summer picnic, Betsy Ross, complete in
period dress, told us of her life. From a Quaker
family, her family helped build Independence
Hall. While an upholsterer’s apprentice, Betsy
Briscomb met John Ross. When they married, she
was written out of the Quaker faith because John
was not a Quaker. Thus, when she was widowed
at 23, she had none of her own family to turn to.
It was during this time that Betsy was approached
by Robert Morris and General George Washington about making a banner or flag to represent the
new country. Thus it is that we remember her as
Betsy Ross, even though she married two more
times. So if you ever see a gravestone with
“Betsy Ross.” it is a fake. It should read “Betsy
(Briscomb) Ross Ashburn Claypool.” Re-enactor
Sandra Zikursh did an excellent job.
–Lt. Gov. Susan Fisher
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New member Vickie Kuli receives her
Mayflower ship pin and member packet.

Thanks to Lester Brewster for the photos.

2020 Event
At this point, we have secured our speaker, Josh Taylor. Event date is May 1 and 2, 2020, at Polaris Hilton in
Columbus. Please be sure to review the 2020 Report on page 9 of the September Buckeye Mayflower.
NOTE: hotel reservations should be made early as 1-2 May 2020
is the same weekend as the OSU graduation weekend.
Thanks to the 2020 Committee: Mike and Christy Brewster

Pennies for Planks

The Connecticut Society started Pennies for Planks in 2016
by urging members to save their “pennies” (any size coin or
bills) to take to colony meetings. The Ohio Society and, thus,
Toledo Colony will do the same. Look for the Pennies for
Planks jar at the registration table at each 2018 colony meeting. If each member saves 10 cents per day for the first 10
days in November, that is $1 per member. At 20 members
attending, that makes $20. We can do it! Guests are welcome
to help save Mayflower II also!

Children’s Corner
The Thanksgiving Placecards (page 9) is for
Junior Members in the 1-10 year old group.
They can contribute to your celebration by
coloring the items and folding them for each
person at your table(s). Copy the page as
needed. If you will not be near your Junior,
please share this page and our story with a
Sunday School class, school class, or neighborhood children.

